
2020-2021 Honors 11 English Summer Reading Assignment 

Your task is to carefully read the book The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne. (You will need to purchase your own copy of the novel.)   

At the beginning of the school year, you will take a test on the novel, which will 
count as a major summer reading assignment grade.  This is a challenging text, so 
make sure you read it carefully.  

Taking reader’s notes for the book, though not required, is encouraged.  You will 
not be turning in reader’s notes for a grade; nevertheless, taking notes is an 
effective active reading strategy that you can use to refresh your memory at the end 
of the summer. 

*Very important: DO NOT read the introduction to the novel titled “The 
Custom House.”  This introduction will only confuse you.  Instead, skip the 
introduction completely and start with chapter 1. 

We will be discussing the book at times in class, so an understanding is essential.  
The following are some things to think about as you read the novel: 
    
1. To fully understand and appreciate the text, you might research the following  
     historical background, prior to reading the text:  
 

a. Puritanism: Beliefs, Values, Ideology 

b. America in the 17th century 

c. Boston, Massachusetts in the 17th Century 

d. Puritan law/consequences for adultery for both men and women 

e. Puritanism and witchcraft: The Salem Witch Trials 

2. You might consider the following features of the novel to guide your  
     understanding: 
 

a.  Setting  
 
       b.  Character foils 
 

   i.  Arthur Dimmesdale versus Roger Chillingworth 
 

   ii. Arthur Dimmesdale versus Hester Prynne 



 
        c.  Pearl’s significance in the novel 
 
        d.  Symbolism  
 
        e.  Characterization 
 
        f.  Important events 
 
        g.  Significant quotes (not necessarily dialogue, but text that stands out as  

   memorable) 
 
        h.  Themes and motifs repeated throughout the story (i.e. secret sin is an  

   important one) 
 

i.    Points of interest for class discussion (i.e. the difference between sin and  
              evil; Rousseau’s influence on Hawthorne; the “rose’s moral blossom”:  

    what is the moral lesson of the story?)  
 

Have a great summer, and don’t forget to read! 

 

Mr. Altland 

 


